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The Huron-Clinton Metropolitan Authority was seeking to develop a facility that could support an intensive
level of environmental education programs tailored to meet the needs of area educators, and expand upon
the existing nature interpretive program at Indian Springs.

JM Olson Corporation (JMOC) was selected as the General Contractor to integrate the building into the
overall site. Owners wanted to create a large and diverse habitate restored on a 60-acre site adjoinig the
building. The habitat restoration area served as an outdoor classroom. It features paths, seating areas decks
and overlooks, pond and wetland developments, and a demonstration garden containing samples of all the
native species. It also features a children’s adventure playland and a 20-foot-deep, two-acre lake and an
overflow pond. The lake is the focal point for an underwater tunnel and an acrylic bubble.

The project’s main challenge was creating a facility that would support a truly meaningful and in-depth
environmental education program and at the same time be a major regional public attraction.

The building design, materials and equipment were selected to engage the natural environment and efficiently
utilize resources. Heating and cooling features include high-efficiency groundwater source heat pumps,
heat-recovery ventilation units, ventilation reset utilizing occupancy sensors, and the use of natural ventilation
through operable windows when outside conditions allow. The net resultis a resource-effective building with
low energy consumption.
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